[Investigation of where schizophrenic patients receive treatment].
Schizophrenic patients receiving treatment in Kagawa Prefecture were studied as to where treatment was obtained. Analysis showed that there was a tendency by schizophrenic patients to seek treatment in institutions distant from their place of residence. The direction in which a patient proceeded to seek treatment varied and showed no pattern. Analysis by age groups showed that patients in the 15 to 39 years age group were most likely to seek treatment in locations other than where they lived and traveled the longest distance. The tendency to seek treatment away from their place of residence decreased with increasing age. However even among the elderly there were patients who traveled long distances for treatment. Factors associated with geographical or social relationships between the cities/towns could not explain the tendency observed. Neither was there a relationship to specialized medical care. Factors such as the related to the mental health care system, including prejudice and lack of societal understanding were inferred to be associated to this problem. Results of this study indicate a need to organize the community mental health system to serve districts with wider areas than that established for other diseases. However in the future there should be a gradual narrowing of the district area, a broadening of services offered, and a removal of societal prejudice against psychiatric patients.